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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Workshop

2010/2011 Federal and State
Legislative Priorities

October 19, 2010

ATTENDING: Chairman Bob Rackleff and Commissioners Cliff Thaell, Jane Sauls, Bryan
Desloge, Bill Proctor and Akin Akinyemi. Commissioner John Dailey was absent. Also present
were County Administrator Parwez Alam; County Attorney Herb Thiele, and Board Secretary
Rebecca Vause

Chairman Rackleff called the workshop to order at 1:30 p.m.

Facilitator(s): Vince Long, Deputy County Administrator
Ken Morris, Legislative Affairs and Economic Development Director

Mr. Long introduced the County’s state contract lobbying team and County staff responsible for
the day to day oversight of the Board’s legislative program.

Mr. Long shared that the Workshop was held to discuss the legislative issues for the 2011 state
and federal sessions and to receive Board guidance and direction on the legislative priorities.
He commented that the upcoming legislative session would be challenging and referenced the
Constitutional amendments to be presented on the November 2010 ballot (hometown
democracy, redistricting and the easing of the class size amendment). County staff and the
contract lobbying team outlined the state’s fiscal challenges in the current and subsequent
fiscal year, the potential impact of the constitutional amendments, and the expectations for the
new leaders of the executive and legislative branches.

Mr. Morris presented the following 2011 appropriation request, for the Board’s consideration:

 Joint Dispatch Public Safety Complex $5 million
 Capital Circle NW/SW S.R. 20 Intersection Improvement $15 million
 Woodville Highway $3.4 million
 Woodville Sewer $500,000
 *Chaires Park $112,500
 *Tower Road Park $200,000
 *Eastside Branch Library (State Library Construction Grant) $500,000
 *Woodville Branch Library (State Library Construction Grant) $300,000

*funding south through state grant programs

Commissioner Desloge stated that he would like to begin discussions on the establishment of a
Northeast park and discussed with Mr. Morris funding opportunities that may be pursued.

The following list of policy issues was presented and approved by the Board:

 Advocate for the Protection of State Workforce
 Reduce the Statewide Campaign Contributions to $250
 Modify the Slosberg Driver Education Program
 Monitor the Implementation of the Statewide Septic Tank Inspection Program
 Support Florida Association of Counties Legislative Efforts
 Support Federal Legislation to Empower Property Accessed Clean Energy (PACE)

Programs

This concluded staff’s presentation.
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Commissioner Akinyemi moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Sauls, to approve Option 1:
Approve the 2011 state and federal legislative issues as presented.

Commissioner Desloge expressed his support for the Florida A&M University’s (FAMU) proposal
to establish a dental school. He added that the school would offer a Doctor of Dental Medicine
(DMD) degree program to train dentists that would primarily address the oral health care needs
of the underserved and low-income residents and rural communities. The Board agreed to
direct staff to support FAMU in its efforts to secure funding for the new dental school.

Commissioner Thaell discussed his concerns regarding the disparity between Florida and
Georgia registration fees for vehicles and vessels and the fiscal impact of North Florida
residents registering their vehicles in Georgia. Without objection, staff was directed to look
further into this issue in order to determine whether to include it as a substantive priority
issue for the 2011 legislative program.

Commissioner Proctor commented on the election of previous County Commissioner Bill
Montford to the State Senate and suggested that he be invited to the Board’s Retreat. He also
encouraged attention in the upcoming session on potential cuts to higher education.

Chairman Rackleff stated that he was confident in the lobbying team expertise and feels the
County will be well represented. He expressed concern over the lack of partnering with local
organizations and the Board agreed to direct staff to coordinate with local business
organizations and community partners to identify shared interest in advance of the legislative
sessions.

The motion as amended carried 6-0 (Commissioner Dailey absent).

The Workshop was adjourned at 2:28 p.m.

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

BY: ________________________________
Bob Rackleff, Chairman
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BY: __________________________________
Bob Inzer, Clerk of the Court
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